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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims r^laces all prior \^ersions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
What is claimed is: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A ladder station support device comprising: 

an upper bolder assembly comprising an upper mounting body and a first bolder rotatably 

fastened to said upper mounting body, 
a lower bolder assembly comprising a lower mounting body and a second bold^ rotatbly 

&stened to said lower mounting body; 
a verrically-orioited articulation rod interconnecting said upper and lower bolder 

assemblies, wherein *e uppw holder assembly may be adjustably positioned 

along an axis defined by said articulation rodi.^ 
wherein said first and second holder each ha vmp a general riioniboid shape. 

2. (Original) The device according to claim I , said upper and lower mounting body each 
having a vertically-oriented recess adapted to receive said respective first and second holder, said 
recess having a holder interface surfece and a perimeter wall having a lower perimeter portion, 
an qjper perimeter portion, and a side perimeter portion. 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Original) The device according to claim 3. said fust and second holder each having a 
stack supporting side, a resting side opposing said stack supporting side, a sliding edge side, and 
a slopping edge side opposing said sliding edge side. 

5. (Original) The device accortling to claim 4, wherein said resting side is adapted to contact 
and rest on said lower perimeter portion of the recess when said first or second holder is in a 
non-engaged state. 

6. (Original) The device according to claim 4. wherein said resting side contacts said lower 
perimeter portion of said recess when said first or second holder supports a stack of slats. 
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7. (Onginal) The device according to claim 4, wherein said fiist and second holder are each 
adap^ TO recede into *e recess when a force is exerted on said sliding edge of said first or 
second holder. 

8. (Original) The device according to claim 7, wherein when said first or second holder is 
fiilly receded into Ae recess, said stopping edge of said first or second holder contacts said side 
penmeto- portion of the recess. 

9. (Onginal) A ladder station si^pon device comprising: 

an upper holder assembly consisting of an uppor mounting body, a first bolder, a first bolt 
for rotatably festening said first holder to said upper body, and a first set screw; 

a lower hoWer assembly consisting of a lower mounting body, a second holder, a second 
boll for rotatably festening said seccoid holder to said lower body, and a second 
set screw; and 

a vertically-oriented articulation rod interconnecung said upper and lower holder 

assemblies, wherein said upper holder ass«nbly may be ac^ustably positioned 
along an axis defined by said articulation rod and secured hereto by said first set 
screw, and said lower holder assembly may be secured to a distal end of said 
articulation rod by said second set screw. 

10. (Original) The device according to claim 9. said upper and lower mounting body each 
having a vertically-oriented recess adapted to receive said re^ective first and second holder, the 
recess having a bolder interface surface and a perimeter wall having a lower perimeter portion, 
an vtppa perimeter portiort, and a side perimeter portion. 

U. (Original) The device according to claim 9, said first and second bolder each having a 
general rtiomboid shape. 

12. (Original) The device according to claim U, said first and second holder each having a 
stack supporting side, a resting side opposing said stack supporting side, a sUding edge side, and 
a stopping edge side opposing said sliding edge side. 
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13. (Original) The aevice according to claim 12, wherein said resting side is adapted to rest 
on said lower perimeter portion of the recess vfhea said first or second holder is in a non-engaged 
state. 

14. (Original) The device according to claim 13, wherein said resting side contacts said lower 
perimeter ponion of the recess wh«i said first or second holder supports a stack of slats. 

1 5. (Original) The device according to claim 13, wherein said first and second bolder are 
each adapted to recede into the recess when a force is exerted on said sliding edge of said first or 
second holder. 

16. (Original) The device according to claim 15, wherein when said first or second holder is 
My receded into the recess, said stopping edge of said first or second holder contacts said side 
perimeter portion of the recess. 

1 7. (Wilhdrawn) An assembly machine for stacking blind slats in combination with a 
plurality of ladder station suppon devices installed onto a portion of said assembly machine, said 
plurality of laddor station support devices comprising: 

left siQipon half comprising, 

a left upper holder assembly comprising a left upper mounting body and a first left holder 
rotatably ^ened to said left upper mounting body; 

a left lower bold«r assembly campriang a left low«r mounting body and a second left 
holder rotatably fastened to said left lower mounting body; and a vertically- 
oriented left articulation rod interconnecting said left upper and lower 

bolder assemblies, wherein said left upper holder assembly maybe adjustably positioned 

along a first axis defined by said left articulation rod; and 

a right support half comprising 

a right upper holder assembly comprising a right upper mounting body and a first right 
holder rotatably fastened to said right upper mounting body, 

a right lower bolder assembly comprising a right lower mounting body and a second right 
holder rotatably fastened to said right lower mounting body, and 

a venicallyoriented right articulation rod interconnecting said right upper and lower 
holder assembUes. wherein said right upper bolder assembly may be adjustably 

Anonrey Docket No. 020913.0135US 7 
PAGE SQrRCVDATinoS 7:33:57 PM [Eastern Standard Tiine]*SW^^^ 



Dec-20-OS 04:40piii Fron-RUTAN i TUCKER.LLP 



714-546-9035 



T-542 P. 10/21 F-4i3 



positiooed along a second axis defined by said right articulation rod; wherein said 
left and said ri^t s^>port halves are vertically aUgaed and laterally 

aligned with each other si»ch that said left and right upper holders are opposing each other 

and said left and right lower holdras are opposing each odier. 

1 8. (Withdrawn) The assembly machine in combination with said plurality of ladder station 
support devices accoiding to claim 17, wherein each mounting body has a vertically-oriented 
recess adapted to t«ceivc a respective holder, the recess having a holder interface surface and a 
perimeter waU having a lower perimeter portion, an upper peiimcicr portion, and a side perimeter 
portion. 

1 9. (Withdrawn) The assembly machine in combination with said plurality of ladder Station 
support devices according to claim 17, wherein each holder has a general rhomboid shape. 

20. (Wittidrawn) The assembly machine in combination with said plurality of ladder station 
support devices according to claim 17, wherein each bolder has s stack supporting side, a resting 
side opposing said stack supporting side, a sUding edge side, and a stopping edge side opposing 
said sliding edge side. 

21. (Withdrawn) The assembly machine in combination with said plutaUiy of ladder station 
support devices according to claim 20, wherein said resting side is adapted to rest on said lower 
perimeter portion of the recess when a respective holder is in a non-engaged swte. 

22. (WithdTAwn) The assembly machine in combination with said pluraUiy of ladder station 
support devices according to claim 20. wherein said resting side contacts said lower perimeter 
portion of the recess when a respective holder supports a stack of slau. 

23. (Withdrawn) The assembly machine in combination with said plurality of ladder station 
support devices according to claim 20. wherein each holder is adapted to recede into the recess 
when a foree is exerted on said sliding edge of said respective holder. 

24. (Witiidrawn) The assembly machine in combination with said plurality of ladder station 
support devices accortUng to claim 23. wherein when said respective holder is ftilly receded into 
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the recess, said siopping edge of said respective holder contacis said side perimeter pomou of the 
recess. 

25, (Witbdrdwn) A ladder station suppon comprising: 

a left support half and a right suppon half vertically and laterally aligned with each other, 
each suppon half having at least one vertically-oriented recess formed within said 
suppon half, the recess having an interface surface and a perimeter wall having a 
lower perimeter ponion, an upper perimeter portion, and a side perimeter portion, 

wherein said at least one vertically-oriented recess formed within left 

support half opposes said at least one vertically-oriented recess fonned with right 

suppon half; and 

a generally rhomboid shaped holder rotaiably fastened within each recess such thai said 

holders from the left support half oppose said holders from the right suppon half; 
wherein each bolder consists of four sides including a stack supporting side, a resting side 

opposing said stack supporting side, a sliding edge side, and a stopping edge side 

opposing said sliding edge side, 
wherein said resting side is ad^)ied to rest on said lower perimeter portion of the recess 

when a respective holder is in a non-engaged state, 
wherein said resting side contacts said lower perimetw portion of Ibe recess when a 

respective holder suppons a stack of slats, 
wherein each holder is adapted to recede into the recess when a force is exerted on said 

sliding edge of said respective bolder, and 
wherein when said respective holder is fiilly receded into the recess, said stopping edge 

of said respective holder contacts said side perimeter portion of the recess. 

26. (New) A ladder station support device comprising: 

an upper holder assembly comprising an upper mounting body and a first holder rotatably 

fastened to said upper mounting body; 
a lower bolder assembly comprising a lower mounting body and a second holder lotatbly 

fastened to said lower mounting body. 
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a verticaUy-oriemed ajiiculanott rod intercoimecting said upper and lower holder 

assemblies, wherero the upper bolder assembly may be adjustably positioned 

along an axis defined by said articulation rod; 
wherein said upper and lower mounting body each having a vertically-oriented recess 

adapted to receive said respective first and second holder; and 
wherein said recess having a holder interfece suifece and a perimeter waU having a lower 

perimeter ponion, an upper perimeter portion, and a side peiimeter portion. 
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